
RESPONSIBILITY FOR SPECTATOR CONDUCT 
 
In order to elevate standards of sportsmanship and encourage the growth of responsible 
citizenship among the students, member schools, fans and school personnel, the MSHSL 
held a Sportsmanship Summit and asked student participants to identify behavior 
expectations they felt should be in place at every school event. 
 
These minimum behavior expectations provide a foundation upon which member schools, 
conferences, administrative regions and the League’s Board of Directors can build specific 
guidelines for activities under their control. 
 
MSHSL Bylaw 409, RESPONSIBILITY FOR PARTICIPATING TEAMS, STUDENTS AND 
SPECTATORS, speaks to this issue, directly, and Bylaw 409-2 specifically states that, “School 
officials shall be held responsible for the proper conduct of teams, team members, 
students and home spectators regardless of where the contest is being held.” 
 
In all MSHSL activities, each participating school shall designate a person or persons from that 
school to serve as crowd control supervisors or chaperones.  MSHSL tournament staff may 
require school administrators to contact the tournament manager prior to the start of the 
tournament game so that they can be immediately contacted to respond to behavioral issues 
regarding their team members, students and/or spectators at the tournament site.  Each 
supervisor or chaperone should be immediately identifiable to the students and to the 
tournament site ushers and other security personnel.  This will help to coordinate crowd control 
between school supervisors and tournament site personnel. 
 
MSHSL MINIMAL BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS FOR REGULAR AND POST-SEASON 
TOURNAMENT COMPETITIONS 
 

 Respect the American flag and the National Anthem. 

 Spectators must wear clothing that covers the entire torso.  Those who do not 
comply or who wear clothing that is vulgar, obscene or that in some other way 
inappropriate, as determined by school/tournament personnel, will be removed from 
the arena/stadium if they do not cooperate with this behavior expectation. 

 The use of appropriate language is expected at all times.  Profanity, negative chants, 
booing, trash talk, name calling, personal attacks or other acts of disrespect are 
unacceptable and must be immediately addressed by school and/or tournament 
administrators. 

 Respect the game/contest.  Under no condition shall anyone other than the members 
of the official squad enter the playing surface.  No one may interfere with the contest 
in any way. 

 Hand held signs, which do not obstruct the view of others, will be permitted provided 
they are in good taste.  Signs, message boards, “white” boards or other similar items 
contest/tournament officials deem to be in poor taste will be removed. 

 Signs on sticks, balloons, or any other type of artificial, celebratory items are not 
permitted. 

 Artificial noise makers (i.e. megaphones, cowbells, sirens, whistles, thunder sticks, 
and other similar items) are not allowed. 

 Laser lights are strictly prohibited. 
 
THANK YOU for supporting your student athletes and fine arts participants and for providing a 
positive environment in which educational activities are conducted. 
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